524                              THE HISTORY OF BOME
necessary for this object to be brought to him from the continent. And
thus, since- that business was executed by the soldiers with the greatest
energy, he effected that, after the loss of twelve ships, a voyage could be
made well enough in the rest.
While these things are being transacted, one legion had been sent to
forage, according to custom, and no suspicion of war had arisen as yet, and
some of the people remained in the country parts, others went backwards
and forwards to the camp, they who were on duty at the gates of the camp
reported to Caesar that a greater dust than was usual was seen in that direc-
tion in which the legion had marched. Csesar, suspecting that which was
really the case, that some new enterprise was undertaken by the bar-
barians, ordered the two cohorts "which were on duty to march into that
quarter with him, and two other cohorts to relieve them on duty; the rest
to be armed and follow him immediately. When he had advanced some
little way from the camp, he saw that his men were overpowered by the
enemy and scarcely able to stand their ground, and that, the legion being
crowded together, weapons were being cast on them from all sides. For as
all the corn was reaped in every part with the exception of one, the enemy,
suspecting that our men would repair to that, had concealed themselves in
the woods during the night.
Then attacking them suddenly, scattered as they -were, and when they
had laid aside their arms and were engaged in reaping, they killed a small
number, threw the rest into confusion, and surrounded them with their
cavalry and chariots.
Their mode of fighting with their chariots is this: firstly, they drive
about in all directions and throw- their weapons and generally break the
ranks of the enemy with the very dread of their horses and the noise of their
wheels; and when they have worked themselves in between the troops of
horse, leap from their chariots and engage on foot. The charioteers in the
meantime withdraw some little distance from the battle, and so place them-
selves with the chariots that, if their masters are overpowered by the number
of the enemy, they may have a ready retreat to their own troops. Thus they
display in battle the speed of horse, (together with) the firmness of infantry,
and by daily practice and exercise attain to such expertness that they are
accustomed, even on a declining and steep place, to check their horses at
full speed, and manage and turn them in an instant and run along the pole,
and stand on the yoke, and thence betake themselves with the greatest
celerity to their chariots again.
Under these circumstances, our men being dismayed by the novelty of
this mode of battle, Csssar most seasonably brought assistance ; for upon his
arrival the enemy paused, and our men recovered from their fear; upon
which, thinking the time unfavourable for provoking the enemy and coming
to an action, he kept himself in his own quarter, and, a short time having
intervened, drew back the legions into the camp. "While these things are
going on and all our men engaged, the rest of the Britons who were in the
fields departed. Storms then set in for several successive days, which both
confined our men to camp and hindered the enemy from attacking us. In
the meantime the barbarians despatched messengers to all parts, and reported
to their people the small number of our soldiers, and how good an oppor-
tunity was given for obtaining spoil and for liberating themselves forever,
if they should only drive the Romans from their camp. Having by these
means speedily got together a large force of infantry and of cavalry, they
came up to the camp.